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Steve Russell : Sequoyah Rising: Problems in Post-Colonial Tribal Governance  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Sequoyah Rising: Problems in Post-Colonial Tribal 
Governance: 

2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Highly recommended.By Patrick BarkmanJudge Steve Russell, self-
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made man, jurist, scholar, and respected Cherokee elder, has written a very important book about imperiled tribal 
sovereignty, and long-festering problems in tribal governments. Highly recommended.0 of 6 people found the 
following review helpful. Cherokee (maybe)By The ProfessorSteve Russell, high school dropout turned Affirmative 
Action baby, has issued a collection of his previously published work. Like Elizabeth Warren, Russell is a low blood 
quantum Cherokee from Oklahoma. Russell is Native American (apparently 1/8 or 1/16 Cherokee), although pictures 
of him seems to show sort of a cross between Stephen King and Kenny Rogers. This writing in this book is vapid, and 
deals largely in cliches of the politically correct kind, although there is some useful information concerning the history 
of the Tsalagi, or Cherokee people. Russell tried to publish this book several times, but his efforts were turned down, a 
matter he recounts in the text of this book in a series of snide comments about more prominent Indigenous scholars, 
such as Ward Churchill, the radical political theorist from the University of Colorado. My advice is, if you want to 
read some truly important insights into the history and legal standing of America's Indigenous peoples, you are better 
off reading Churchill or perhaps Taiake Alfred.

Since 1789, the United States has had an ''Indian problem.'' Since 1492, the Indians have had a colonial problem. It's 
the same problem. The two sides of the problem typically relate to each other from their respective defensive crouches, 
and particularly the Indian side has been too fearful, in this atmosphere, to engage in constructive self-criticism. We 
demand self-determination while knowing in our private interactions that our tribal governments are not handling the 
degree of self-determination we have now in a way that satisfies most of the governed. Sequoyah Rising is the first 
book to address the democracy deficit in tribal governments directly but from an Indian point of view. Other attempts 
to deal with the question have typically been by non-Indians intent on portraying tribal governments as bastions of 
racial privilege and having as their object not reform but destruction. If democratic theories underlying the US 
Constitution have American Indian origins, this book argues, Indians should be able to govern themselves in the 21st 
century in a democratic and transparent manner. Nothing written here is to absolve the US government from 
responsibility for the homicides, the thefts, and the broken promises, and much of that ignominious history is 
recounted. However, the purpose is to help Indian nations do the best they can with what they have, understanding that 
the most important milestone towards a return to freedom will be an end to dependence. In the Supreme Court, the 
rights of Indians have proceeded in the opposite direction from the rights of other minorities, becoming less 
intellectually coherent and less protective of Indian rights whether asserted individually or collectively. The famous 
cases that memorialize the victories of the mainstream civil rights movement simply have no analogs in federal Indian 
law. Therefore, it will probably be necessary at some point to win our freedom the same way the former slaves did, by 
exhibiting the courage demanded by militant nonviolence.
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