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David E. Johnson : Residential Land Development Practices: A Textbook on Developing Land into Finished 
Lots  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Residential Land 
Development Practices: A Textbook on Developing Land into Finished Lots: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Does wellBy EstrellaThe book is well written. It is good for class 
and the couple of projects I have in that same class. I believe I will keep this one. It is worth having around if you are 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0784405611


in any form of Land development type work. I would say Civil Engineers, Surveyors, Construction Groups and maybe 
even Land Scapers would get use out of it.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Good Introduction for 
Young EngineersBy C. T. WilliamsI have been in this industry for more than six years before I received this book at 
an ASCE seminar. The book is an asset that I plan to use in training fresh out of school engineer due to the broad and 
general information. Every project is different and local complexities always come into play so it would be very 
difficult, if not impossible, to write a book that would substitute for experience in a given market.64 of 69 people 
found the following review helpful. Simple, beginners bookBy AlbriceAlmost half of the book is devoted to the 
appendices, which contain numerous useful checklists, forms, financial spreadsheets and sample agreements.Since this 
is an easy introductory text, the book does not delve into the difficult (but much more interesting) topics such as 
feasibility analysis, community opposition to development, and equity financing.

This one-of-a-kind book provides valuable insight into developing raw land into marketable residential lots and 
homes. Comprehensive coverage includes the design, approval, and development process of developing land on time 
and within budget. This easy-to-use guide presents practical and proven management techniques and tools. The step-
by-step description of land development is based on 20-plus years of professional and practical experiences of the 
author. These experiences translate into a business toolbox that will help sustain a successful and profitable real estate 
development company. Completely updated and revised, this second edition introduces several new chapters and 
sections, including the basics of residential marketing (the buyer and sales absorption; location and competition; 
pricing and lot premiums; product selection and preplanning; model homes, brochures, and signs; and site features and 
subdivision design appeal), land planning concepts (land planning for marketability; high density development; cluster 
and small single family lots; other planning approaches; and regulatory partnership), residential design standards 
(residential subdivision design survey; right-of-way and pavement widths; cul-de-sacs; street design; yard and swale 
grading; water and sewer; and storm drainage and stormwater management), 10 Rules for Success at the Planning 
Board Hearing, and more. Additional topics include land development basics, financing, schedules, consultants, 
conceptual design planning, residential subdivision design, project approval strategy, permits, land development bid 
process, land development project management, land development operations, and land development as a business. 
Extensive reports and checklists provide useful day-to-day management tools. "Residential Land Development 
Practices, Second Edition" is an excellent primer for use by engineering schools and their students, and will provide 
real estate industry professionals with the practical tools to realize quick positive project results and the ability to 
implement these tools immediately on the job.
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