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Prakash Shah : Refugees, Race and the Concept of Asylum  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Refugees, Race and the Concept of Asylum: 

This book critically interrogates the principle of asylum for refugees in UK law and proposes that, when faced with the 
migration of non-European refugee groups, this principle has often been limited. The book considers the response of 
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the State to the migration of various groups of refugees through five centuries. The reaction of the legal system to the 
arrival of gypsies and Huguenots from the Tudor period is analysed. The responses to the arrival of African refugees 
from the American War of Independence is also considered here, along with an examination of the reactions to 
refugees from the French Revolution and the Napoleonic Wars; various European refugee groups in the mid-Victorian 
period; Jews from Eastern Europe and later from Nazism; and groups displaced in Europe as a result of the Second 
World War. Refugees, Race and the Legal Concept of Asylum in Britain also provides a detailed discussion of the 
backlash against African and Asian refugee groups, in particular, as against the East African Asians, Vietnamese and 
Tamils from Sri Lanka. An analysis of the major legislative reforms of the 1990s directed against the settlement of 
Asian and African refugees is also presented. The post-Second World War period is scrutinised in the context of the 
failure of European human rights law and international norms of refugee protection to secure the principle of asylum, 
and draws out the implications of the development of a Fortress Europe that is premised on the tight control of non-
European migrants. In view of recent developments with regard to asylum legislation, not to mention the Human 
Rights Act, this text will provide an extremely relevant point of reference for academics and practitioners alike

This book offers a thorough,engaged and comprehensive legal history of Britain's response to various refugee 
migrations and reveals the laws complicity in both excluding and in legitimating the exclusion of non-European 
refugee groups. Sarah Kyambi, Law Social Justice Global Development Journal.About the AuthorPrakash A Shah, 
LLB, LLM, PhD, is Lecturer in Law at Queen Mary University of London. 


