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With the growing literature on the subject of punitive damages, the consensusis that it seems worthwhile and even
necessary to discuss, thoroughly and on a comparative basis, the nature, role and suitability of such damagesin tort
law and private law in general. This book contains reports from selected jurisdictions that explicitly allow the award of
punitive damages as well as from jurisdictions which purport (sometimes emphatically) to deny their existence
(although a number covertly incorporate such damages into the framework of their tort systems). It benefits from an
economic analysis of punitive damages, areport from a private international law perspective, one on their insurability
and one on aggravated damages. The books comparative report and conclusion critically evaluates the material in the
above reports and advances a thorough analysis of the nature of punitive damages, the cases for and against them, and
their suitability in the field of tort law. Alternative remediesin private and criminal law are also considered. The
publication will appeal to students, academics, practitioners, judges, policy makers and those in the insurance industry.

From the Back CoverWith the growing literature on the subject of punitive damages, the consensusis that it seems
worthwhile and even necessary to discuss, thoroughly and on a comparative basis, the nature, role and suitability of
such damages in tort law and private law in general. This book contains reports from selected jurisdictions that
explicitly allow the award of punitive damages as well as from jurisdictions which purport (sometimes emphatically)
to deny their existence (although a number covertly incorporate such damages into the framework of their tort
systems). It benefits from an economic analysis of punitive damages, areport from a private international law
perspective, one on their insurability and one on aggravated damages. The books comparative report and conclusion
critically evaluates the material in the above reports and advances a thorough analysis of the nature of punitive
damages, the cases for and against them, and their suitability in the field of tort law. Alternative remedies in private
and criminal law are also considered. The publication will appeal to students, academics, practitioners, judges, policy
makers and those in the insurance industry.About the AuthorVanessa Wilcox is a senior legal researcher at the
Austrian Academy of Sciences' Institute for European Tort Law.



