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Steven Newcomb : Pagansin the Promised Land: Decoding the Doctrine of Christian Discovery before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Pagans in the Promised Land:
Decoding the Doctrine of Christian Discovery:

8 of 9 people found the following review helpful. Pagansin the Promised Land is an eye-openerBy Mary


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1555916422

GilbertReading Pagans in the Promised Land has re-interpreted for me our history in North America. | am not Native
American, but have become involved in their wisdom and truth after spending time with Indigenous Peoples, including
Native Americans, at the UN. Around the world the Indigenous Peoples are communicating with each other and
standing up to speak with one voice about their common beliefs and interests. Great things are going on.Right now
there is an important convergence of interests among Indigenous Nations and others who love the living Earth and
want to work toward restoring the planet's health. Pagans in the Promised Land has provided me with the context |
need to sustain my activism. | love the lawyer-ly attention to detail and to getting things straight. There is truth to the
analysis of metaphor in our shared history. | am grateful for this book and will share what | have learned as well as
recommending it to others.Mary GilbertQuaker Earthcare Ministry0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
RevolutionaryBy Lisa BordeauxThis book is a game changer, very well researched, and laid out the doctrine of
discovery very well and made it accessible for non-lawyers to understand the information.1 of 1 people found the
following review helpful. Five StarsBy Dennis CokerVery well written and extremely informative. A must read for
Indigenous Peoples.

Pagans in the Promised Land provides a unique, well-researched challenge to U.S. federal Indian law and policy. It
attacks the presumption that American Indian nations are legitimately subject to the plenary power of the United States.

"...shines an informative light into understanding the conscious-and unconscious-founding principles of ‘the United
States of America empire." -- The Indypendent, April 25, 2008"...a must-read for anybody wishing to understand what
truly motivates American policy towards the indigenous peoples within its borders." -- Blogcritics.org, April 27,
2008"...a powerful book. Read it and you'll understand how this dominating mentality influences U.S. domestic and
foreign policy today." -- Indian Country Today, April 23, 2008In "Pagansin the Promised Land," Steven
Newcomb...argues that Indian law scholars fail to appreciate the religious dimensions of Marshall's decision.
Newcomb, who is Shawnee/L enape, also breaks new ground by making use of "the tools and methods of cognitive
theory" in order to expose-and challenge-the "negative, oppressive, and dominating concepts that have been mentally
and, from an indigenous perspective, illegitimately imposed on our existence." While other scholars have explored the
religious underpinnings of the doctrine of discovery, Newcomb offers new insights by consciously connecting "the
biblical basis of the claimed right of Christian discovery and dominion" with the "mentality of empire and
domination." By its use of cognitive theory, Pagans in the Promised Land presents a new perspective on the doctrine
of discovery. Newcomb forcefully argues that an essential part of the decolonizing process "must occur in the mind."
His book sets forth a fresh way to think about, and decode, federal Indian law. --Great Plains Research VVol. 19 No. 2,
2009 from the Center for Great Plains Studies, University of Nebraska-Lincoln by Blake A. Watson, University of
Dayton School of Lawl enthusiastically agree with Newcomb's conclusions: we must reject and move away from the
Congueror model as well as the Chosen People-Promised Land model of the Old Testament; we must recognize that
these models are embedded in federal Indian law and are simply falsehoods based on the American imagination; and
we must learn the power of traditional Indigenous knowledge for the sake of ourselves and all of humankind in this
new era of American dominion. Thisbook isagreat piece for all scholars of Indigenous studies, an especially great
piece for teachers, and, as hinted at before, an excellent piece for white Americans in need of beginning lessonsin
understanding why Indians might still be alittle upset about history. --American Indian Quarterly, Fall 2009 by Leola
Tsinngjinnie, University of New Mexico



