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Gerald M. Pomper : Ordinary Heroes and American Democracy  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Ordinary Heroes and American Democracy: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great bookBy Victoria FisherGerald Pomper does an excellent job 
providing a fair and multi-faceted review of each of his heroes.

True American heroes need not have superhuman abilities nor do they need to act alone. Heroism in a democracy is 
different from the heroism of myths and legends, says Gerald Pomper in this original and thoughtful book. Through 
the remarkable stories of eight diverse Americans who acted as heroes during national crises, he offers a new 
definition of heroism and new reasons to respect American institutions and the people who work within them. Pomper 
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describes how responsible, good individuals can emerge as heroes from such core democratic institutions as the House 
of Representatives, the Senate, the courts, the presidency, and the press. From the censure of Senator Joseph McCarthy 
to the prohibition of the dangerous drug thalidomide in the United States, American heroes "just doing their jobs" have 
played crucial roles in resolving national problems. Pomper considers why democratic heroism is unique and explores 
the special bond between America's political institutions and the heroes they empower.

"A fascinating examination of heroes and the nature of heroism in a democratic society." Marjorie Hershey, Indiana 
University; "Pomper's inspiring book provokes us to think about how American democracy and American political 
institutions foster the heroism of ordinary people." Bruce Miroff, SUNY, Albany"From the Back Cover"A fascinating 
examination of heroes and the nature of heroism in a democratic society."-Marjorie Hershey, Indiana University; 
"Pomper's inspiring book provokes us to think about how American democracy and American political institutions 
foster the heroism of ordinary people."-Bruce Miroff, SUNY, AlbanyAbout the AuthorGerald M. Pomper is Board of 
Governors Professor of Political Science at the Eagleton Institute of Politics at Rutgers University (Emeritus). He is 
the author or editor of nineteen books and many articles dealing with American politics, political parties, and voting 
behaviour. 


