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Ronald V. Hardway : On Our Own Soil: William Lowther Jackson and the Civil War in West Virginia's 
Mountains  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised On Our 
Own Soil: William Lowther Jackson and the Civil War in West Virginia's Mountains: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Marvet JohnTerrific story of little-known battles and 
troops of the Civil war era.5 of 6 people found the following review helpful. With no reinforcements in sight, William 
Jackson and his desperately outmanned companies dug in near the top of Droop Mountain.By Indiana LeeWilliam 
Lowther Jackson was overshadow by his cousin Stonewall Jackson. Jee who wouldn't be, but William Jackson 
performances serving in the Confederate Army was out standing, even through most of the war his troops had to 
endure poor logistics, communications, reinforcements, you name it and the South was Short on almost everything.As 
part of Jubal Early's Valley Campaign (Shenandoah Valley July-September 1864) his unit of less then 4000 
cavalrymen seldom fought as a unit as it's services as scouts and flank guards were to important. On 11 July 1864, 
William Jackson's Brigade penetrated the defense of Washington D.C. as far as the Seventh Street fort near Silver 
Springs, Maryland. Intending to enter Washington the next day. Two Union divisions from the Federal Sixth Corps, 
were rushed over night in position to block Jackson. Jubal Early realised he did not have enough manpower to carry 
the new Federal position assigned Jackson's brigade to cover the withdrawal.William Jackson was on his way to 
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command a infantry regiment at Philippi when the first shots were fired in Virginia at Grafton. General George A. 
Porterfield was commanding a small force of about 800 rebels at Phillipi. these inexperienced soldiers abandoned their 
post on the road (from Grafton) that ran along the heights, that dominated the town of Philippi on the night of 2nd June 
1861. These troops were soaked from heavy rains and sought shelter not knowing the Union army was approaching till 
a early morning 0430AM (3 Jun 1861)bombardment of the town send these troops running for their lives south. They 
did not stop till they reached Beverly nearly 40 miles away. William Jackson finally caught up to them at Huttonsville 
5 miles south of Beverly. It was here that he started his war. He became very active and drilled his undisciplined men 
in to tough soldiers that was a characteristic of his for the rest of the war.


