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George Bizos : Odyssey to Freedom  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised Odyssey to Freedom: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A must read for all interested in South Africa, Political Trials, Public 
Interest Law and Human Rights!By graham dysonThis book gives a fascinating perspective on South Africa over five 
decades from the 50s. The very young George Bizos arrived in South Africa from Greece via Egypt as a refugee from 
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the second world war, and became one of the world's top political trial/Public interest Law/Human Rights lawyers. As 
one of Nelson Mandela's lawyers and good friends, George had access and opportunities to be involved in change in 
South Africa which very few people had. The book's narrative is good to read and his many stories of legal events give 
good Insights even to non-lawyers. Even if you are not interested in South Africa, Apartheid and the changes that the 
country has been going through, the book is a rewarding story.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A 
Man of Courage IntegrityBy Joyce LaurensA fascinating book which reveals that George Bizos was the son of a man 
equally dedicated to helping those in danger. He writes the way he speaks which makes this a most readable story 
holds the reader's attention every step of the way. This is a story that needs to be told as it reveals the desperate battles 
fought in the courtroom to save the leaders of the ANC from the death penalty.Too often these days their pivotal role 
is forgotten or suppressed.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Makes you feel like you are thereBy Steve 
RussellA very interesting viewpoint of apartheid from a lawyer who was in the thick of the battle. He stood up for 
those who experienced great injustice. Very well written and makes you feel like you are there.

This is the spell-binding autobiography of one of the worlds most admired human rights advocates. George Bizos 
story, told on a grand scale, begins with his daring rescue of six New Zealand soldiers from the Nazis as a boy in 
Greece. He arrives in Johannesburg with his father, penniless and unable to speak English. He studies law at Wits and 
becomes an advocate, building a career on defending the downtrodden against apartheid abuses in a hostile justice 
system. He becomes the defender of Nelson Mandela, Walter Sisulu and the families of Steve Biko, Chris Hani and 
the Cradock Four. He mediates in the events around Winnie Mandela and even defends Morgan Tsvangirai in 
Zimbabwe. These cases are related as gripping courtroom dramas, augmented by the drama behind the scenes. His 
whole remarkable, courageous and beneficial life is told in astonishing detail, involving hundreds of colourful 
characters and anecdotes. This is set to become the autobiography of the decade.

About the AuthorSouth Africa's first democratically elected President, Nelson Mandela is known throughout the world 
as a dedicated statesman, an inspired leader and the image of hope for the anti-Apartheid movement. He was 
imprisoned on Robben Island for many years, and yet his devotion to freedom and justice allowed him to be the focus 
and heart of the ANC.Born in Greece in 1928, George Bizos fled his native Greece after the German invasion of 1941. 
Arriving with his father in Johannesburg, the 13 year-old understood no English. Yet, he graduated from Wits Law 
School in 1959 and was admitted to the Johannesburg Bar in 1954. He built an illustrious career on defending victims 
of apartheid human rights abuses. At present he sits on the bench of the Johannesburg High Court. He is married with 
three sons and spends much of his spare time gardening. 


