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David T. McNab : No Placefor Fairness: Indigenous L and Rightsand Palicy in the Bear I land Case and
Beyond (M cGill-Queen's Native and Northern Series) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would
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and Beyond (McGill-Queen's Native and Northern Series):

Aboriginal policy and claims negotiation in Canadais seen to be a murky and perplexing world that has become an
important public issue and has significant policy implications for government spending. Aboriginal land policy in
Canada began as an Aboriginal initiative. In No Place for Fairness, David McNab - along time advisor on land and
treaty rights for both government and First Nations groups - looks at the Bear |sland Indigenous rights case, initiated
by the Teme-Augama Anishinabe, to explore why governments fail to deal effectively with Aboriginal land claims.
The book, divided into two sections, includes a survey of the historical background of the Bear Island claim followed
by a more personal series of reflections about what happened as the claim encountered decades of policy hurdles, court
cases, public protests, and above all resistance by the Temagami First Nation. McNab provides details of how
ministers and their senior officials resisted real effortsto resolve problems as well as examples of field staff resisting
government attempts at resolution. He also shows that government entities such as the Indian Commission of Ontario
and the Native Affairs Directorate were largely used as "mailboxes’ where successive federal and provincia
governments sent things they wanted to bury. No Place for Fairnessis the story of what happens when Aboriginal
peoples' political rights are crammed into the Euro-Canadian legal system. McNab makes a clear case that alegalistic
approach to these problemsis wholly inadeguate and that more important things - like fairness - must be recognized as
paramount if ajust and lasting Aboriginal land policy is to be created.

"No Place for Fairnessis a powerful piece of writing and a path-breaking study in the field of land claims, revealing
the inner workings of the government. It deserves awide readership.” John S. Long, Nipissing University"McNab is
uniquely positioned to shed light on atopic of vital interest to Canadian public debate because of his extensive
experience inside the Aboriginal land claims process. Part memoir, part history, No Place for Fairnessis a unique and
valuable contribution to our understanding of Canadian policy on Aborigina affairs." Kerry Abel, author of Drum
Songs. Glimpses of Dene HistoryAbout the AuthorDavid T. McNab is associate professor, Indigenous studies, Y ork
University. A Mtis historian, he has worked on Indigenous rights in Canada for over thirty years.



