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James M. O'Fallon : Nature's Justice: Writings of William O. Douglas (Northwest Readers) before purchasing it

in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Nature's Justice: Writings of William O.
Douglas (Northwest Readers):

11 of 12 people found the following review helpful. Champion of liberty and the environmentBy Martin H.
DickinsonFew national leaders have shaped present-day America more positively than Justice William O. Douglas.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0870714821

The force of Douglas's ideas has had a profound influence on our world--from the individual liberties that we enjoy to
his attitudes about protecting the natural world from human encroachment. At the core of it all is Douglas'sidea of the
human person. The advantages Americans enjoy over citizens of other nations, particularly totalitarian regimes ™ . . .
are not in material things such as technology and standards of living. They relate to matters of the mind and the spirit .
.. Man's moral and spiritual appetite, aswell as his political ideals, demanded that he have freedom. Liberty wasto be
the way of life--inalienable and safe from the intrusions of government."James O'Fallon's edited selections provide us
with an excellent overview of Douglas's vast experience and the life that underlay his philosophy--from his boyhood
days growing up in near poverty in the Y akimafoothills, through his great Supreme Court decisions (establishing the
right of privacy) and dissents. Here we also get afeel of the great men Douglas knew: Brandeis, President Franklin
Roosevelt (with whom he played poker and drank martinis regularly), Hugo Black and many others.In the tradition of
John Muir and Aldo Leopold, Douglasis one of our great nature writers with his descriptions of the experiences and
characters of the great wild places of our Pacific Northwest. He has a botanist's feel for the detail of alandscape and
paints avivid picture with all the sights, sounds and smells of the wilderness.Douglas was the partner of presidents,
but he also had a great understanding and sympathy for the poor, for persons such as prostitutes who lived in
conditions where criminal conduct was prevalent, and hobos with whom he rode in boxcarsin his early days. These
are outstanding recollections and ideas--Douglas is one of the greatest thinkers of the last Century.0 of 0 people found
the following review helpful. Five StarsBy William WortmanV ery interesting.

Asthelongest serving Justice in the history of the Supreme Court, Douglas was known for writing a host of dissenting
opinions. He was also a prolific writer off the bench. A commitment to preserving wilderness and a passion for civil
liberties are at the heart of these selected writings by the brilliant, often controversial Douglas.

From the Inside FlapAs the longest serving Justice in the history of the U.S. Supreme Court, William O. Douglas was
known for writing a host of dissenting opinions. He was also a prolific writer off the bench, a man whose work was as
much concerned with nature as with law. This collection brings together writings that represent the wide range of
Douglassinterests. It includes selections from his autobiographical and political books, and opinions from landmark
casesall reflecting not only hislove of justice but also hisroots in the Pacific Northwest and his lifelong commitment
to the environment.About the AuthorEditor James M. O'Fallon is the Frank Nash Professor of Law and the Associate
Dean for Academic Affairs at the University of Oregon School of Law.



