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Charles A. Bartholomew, William I. Milwee : Mud, Muscle, And Miracles: Marine Salvage in the United States 
Navy  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mud, Muscle, 
And Miracles: Marine Salvage in the United States Navy: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Essential Reference for the Marine SalvorBy B. FlankThis is not an 
exciting Tom Clancy style tale of military heroics. It is the story of US Navy Salvage told by someone who was at the 
center of that unique profession. It is however full of the essential history of how the US Navy salvage forces 
developed. If you are a marine salvor or Navy diver you will probably treasure your copy - if you can find one you can 
afford. Otherwise mostly of interest to history buffs.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. great reading , 
even though I am not, nor ever was a diverBy Joe Garrettgreat book, he covers the recovery of a sub I was on for a 
couple of years, The USS Hake (SS 256)plus a lot of interesting work I have no knowledge of how they did it. I 
forwarded the book to a friend who was a Navy deep sea diver and will understand it, much better than I3 of 3 people 
found the following review helpful. True StoryBy DaveI lived, breathed and did this stuff for 22 years. Capt. Black 
Bart was the divers diver. Died trying to spear fish on the Andrea Doria. His rendition of what we do as Navy Divers 
is painted in a 3-d look at salvage and working in the deepsea. Hooyah Capt!

By the start of the 20th century, the U.S. Navy had developed a fledgling salvage capability. Today, under the aegis of 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0945274602


the Supervisor of Salvage, the Navy routinely handles assignments around the world, guarding U.S. naval and 
maritime interests and responding to requests for assistance from our allies. Mud, Muscle, and Miracles takes its 
reader on a journey through the evolution of salvagefrom the construction of a cofferdam to reveal battleship Maineat 
the bottom of Havana harbor in 1911 to the use of side-scan sonar and remotely operated vehicles to recover aircraft 
debris and complete vessels from the depths. The story is one of masterful seamanship, incomparable engineering, and 
absolute ingenuity and courage. It is also the history of one of our nations longest-lasting public-private 
partnershipsthat of the commercial salvage industry and the U.S. Navy. The second edition updates U.S. Navy salvage 
history through the beginning of the 21st century and chronicles 18 additional, precedent-setting marine salvage and 
deep-ocean recovery operations.

About the Author The late Capt. Charles A. (Black Bart) Barthomomew, USN, a graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy 
and the Navy Deep Sea Diving School, was an engineer who made the Navyand salvagehis career. He served on board 
the heavy repair ship USS Hector during combat support operations in Southeast Asia; as Commanding Officer of the 
Navy Experimental Diving Unit; and in staff positions with the Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet and Long 
Beach Naval Shipyard. In 1985 Captain Bartholomew became Director of Ocean Engineering and Supervisor of 
Salvage and Diving. During his 22 years as a Navy diver and salvor, he participated in the salvage of 16 ships, 
numerous aircraft, and the space shuttle Challenger. 


