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Peter Slevin : Michelle Obama: A Life before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my
time, and al praised Michelle Obama: A Life:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Lots of informationBy pastorL ots of details about her law school
experience and some of her activitiesin the White House. | actually skimmed part ot it. Best parts were about her
presentations to groups. Especially her presentations to youth groups.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful.
Five StarsBy Shelly ScatesThe epitomy of grace, intelligence, compassion perseverance, would read it again!!!2 of 2
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people found the following review helpful. so what can | saw isthat the book is great and | recommended to all
readersBy Ricardo Warel'm afan of the First Lady, so what can | saw isthat the book is great and | recommended to
all readers.

Thisistheinspiring story of a modern American icon, the first comprehensive account of the life and times of
Michelle Obama. With disciplined reporting and a storytellers eye for revealing detail, Peter Slevin follows Michelle
to the White House from her working-class childhood on Chicagos largely segregated South Side. He illuminates her
tribulations at Princeton University and Harvard Law School during the racially charged 1980s and the dilemmas she
faced in Chicago while building a high-powered career, raising afamily, and helping a young community organizer
named Barack Obama become president of the United States. From the lessons she learned in Chicago to the messages
she shares as one of the most recognizable women in the world, the story of this First Lady isthe story of America.
Michelle Obama: A Lifeisafresh and compelling view of awoman of unique achievement and purpose.

Finalist for the 2015 PEN/Jacqueline Bograd Weld Award for BiographyOne of Booklists Top Ten Biographies of
2015 Detailed and absorbing. . . . [B]ring[s] astoried public figure to life. The Washington PostA deeply informed
portrait of the first lady and her native Chicago. . . . Her larger story, told so powerfully in Slevins biography, suggests
she will forever be aforce with which to be reckoned.Chicago TribuneA must-read. . . . An important new biography. .
.. Slevin treats [the First Lady] and her accomplishments with the detail and nuance they deserve.Elle MagazineA
standout. . . . Michelle Obamas story isan American classic. . . . Slevin combines access to her and her family and
friends with a keen understanding of American politics and history.USA TodayThoughtful. . . . Ripe with revelations
about her deeply complicated relationship with her own position as an vy League-educated black woman. . . . Richly
rendered context for Mr. Obamas 2008 campaign, when Mrs. Obama suddenly became a litmus test. The New Y ork
Times Book [A] meticulously reported, close-up look. . . . A detailed portrait of an ambitious, civic-minded woman
with atrack record for getting things done.The Florida Times-UnionMakes a convincing case that Mrs. Obamas
popularity today has more to do with events that took place on the south side of Chicago decades ago than with the
work of an image maker in the East Wing of the White House. The Wall Street JournalImpressively reported and
researched. . . . fast-paced.ChicagomagazineRichly detailed prose. . . . tons of little-known nuggets reveaed in the
book, offering readers a closer ook at the Mrs. Obamathey never knew.NBC [An] intimate view of her life. . .. The
most comprehensive portrait to date of the nations first African-American first lady.Atlanta BlackStar The most
ambitious and authoritative book about [First Lady Michelle Obama] yet. Richly reported, beautifully written,
thoughtful in its judgments and revelatory inits details.. . . awork that does justice to Michelle Obamain afresh
way.John Heilemann, co-author of Game ChangeandDouble DownThe life of Michelle Obamais a uniquely American
story, and Peter Slevin tellsit beautifully in this deft, revealing work. . . . Slevin also paints arich picture of
ChicagosSouth Side during the past centuryand the family and forces that helped shape this exceptional woman.David
Axelrod, former Senior Advisor to the President, director of the Institute of Politics at the University of ChicagoSlevin
is dogged in his reporting, nuanced in his storytelling and thoughtful in his analysis. He not only shows us who this
historical first lady is, but how she came to be. In the process, he reveals much about our times and our culture.Robin
Givhan, Pulitzer Prize-winning critic for theWashington PostCompelling. . . . [An] exhaustive and thoughtful portrait. .
.. will delight the most ardent Michelle Watchers.Patrik Henry Bass,NY 1An amazing, eye-opening biography that
begins on Chicagos South Side and ends in the White House. . . . arich, powerful portrait at once revealing of Mrs.
Obama and of ourselves as Americans.Dexter Filkins, author of The Forever WarAbout the AuthorPeter Slevin spent a
decade on the national staff of The Washington Post before joining Northwestern Universitys Medill School of
Journalism, where he is an associate professor. He has written extensively about Barack and Michelle Obama, as well
as political campaigns and policy debates from one end of the country to the other. Slevin graduated from Princeton
and Oxford. He lives with his family in Evanston, Illinois.Excerpt. Reprinted by permission. All rights
reserved.Introduction In June 2010, when Michelle Obama cast her eyes across the class of graduating high school
seniors from one of Washingtons most troubled black neighborhoods, she saw not only their lives, but her own. The
setting was Constitution Hall, where the Daughters of the American Revolution had prevented opera singer Marian
Anderson from performing in 1939 because she was black. So much had changed in seven decades, and yet much had
not. Michelle spoke to the graduates about the troubles facing African American children in Anacostia, and she spoke
about racism. She pointed out that the neighborhood within sight of the U.S. Capitol once was segregated and that
black people had been prohibited from owning property in parts of the community. And even after those barriers were
torn down, she said, others emerged. Poverty. Violence. Inequality. Michelle drew a straight line from her struggles
with hardship and self-doubt in working-class Chicago to the fractured world the Anacostia students inhabited thirty
years later. She told them about being written off, about feeling rejected, about the resilience it takes for ablack kid in
apublic school to become one of thefirst in her family to go to college. Kidsteasing me when | studied hard. Teachers
telling me not to reach too high because my test scores werent good enough. Folks making it clear with what they said
or didnt say that success wasnt meant for alittle girl like me from the South Side of Chicago. As she spoke of her



parentstheir sacrifices and the way they pushed her to reach for alife they never knewher voice broke and tears came
to her eyes. Asthe students applauded in support, Michelle went on, And if Barack were here, hed say the same thing
was true for him. Hed tell you it was hard at times growing up without a father. Hed tell you that his family didnt have
alot of money. Hed tell you he made plenty of mistakes and wasnt always the best student. She knew that many of the
Anacostia students faced disruptions and distractions that sometimes made it hard to show up, much less succeed. It
might be family turmoil or money troubles or needy relatives or children of their own. Or maybe the lack of a mentor,
aquiet place to study, alucky break. Maybe you feel like no one has your back, like youve been et down by people so
many times that youve stopped believing in yourself. Maybe you feel like your destiny was written the day you were
born and you ought to just rein in your hopes and scale back your dreams. But if any of you are thinking that way, Im
here to tell you: Stop it. There were no cheap linesin Michelles speech that day, seventeen months after she arrived in
the White House as the unlikeliest first lady in modern history. In avoice entirely her own, she reached deep into a
lifetime of thinking about race, politics, and power to deliver a message about inequity and perseverance, challenge
and uplift. These were the themes and experiences that animated her and set her apart. No one who looked like
Michelle Obama had ever occupied the White House. No one who acted quite like her, either. She ran obstacle
courses, she danced the Dougie, she hula-hooped on the White House lawn. She opened the executive mansion to
fresh faces and voices and took her show on the road. She did sitcoms and talk shows and participated in cyber
showcases and social media amost as soon as they were invented. Cameras and microphones tracked her every move.
Maddening though the attention could be, shetried to make it useful. Amid a characteristic media fuss about a new
hairstyle, she said of first ladies, We take our bangs and we stand in front of important things that the world needs to
see. And eventually, people stop looking at the bangs and they start looking at what were standing in front of.
Michelles projects and messages reflected a hard-won determination to help the working class and the disadvantaged,
to unstack the deck. She was more urban and more mindful of inequality than any first lady since Eleanor Roosevelt.
She was also more steadily, if subtly, political. Not political in ways measured by elections or ephemeral Beltway
chatter, although she made clear her convictions from many a campaign stage. Rather, political as defined by spoken
beliefs about how the world should work and purposeful projects calculated to bend the curve. Her efforts unfolded in
realms that had barely existed for African Americans ageneration earlier, afact that informed and complicated her
work. We livein anation where | am not supposed to be here, she once said. Michelles prospects asfirst lady
delighted her supporters and helped get Barack elected, but her story and its underpinnings remained unfamiliar to
many white Americansin a country where black Americans often felt relegated to a parallel universe. Asweve dl said
in the black community, we dont see all of who we arein the media. We see snip- pets of our community and
distortions of our community, Michelle said. So the world has this perspective that somehow Barack and Michelle
Obama are different, that were unique. And were not. Y ou just havent seen us before. She belonged to a generation
that came of age after the civil rights movement. It was fashionable in some circles for people to declare that they no
longer saw race, but translation would be required. As her friend Verna Williams put it, So many people have no idea
about what black people are like. They feel they know us when they really dont. Lambasted early as Mrs. Grievance
and Baracks Bitter Half, Michelle knew the burden of making herself understood. One of her favorite descriptions of
her Washington life came from a California college student who described the role of first lady as the balance between
politics and sanity. During her yearsin the spotlight, Michelle became a point of reference and contention. She built
and nurtured her popularity and emerged as one of the most recognizable women in the world. Y ou do not want to
underestimate her, ever, said Trooper Sanders, a White House aide. Indeed, Michelle seemed to stride through life, full
of confidence and direction. Comfortable in her own skin, friends aways said. Authentic. But when asked what she
would say to her younger self, as an interviewer flashed her high school yearbook photo onto a giant screen, Michelle
paused to consider. | think that girl was always afraid. | was thinking Maybe Im not smart enough. Maybe Im not
bright enough. Maybe there are kids that are working harder than me. | was always worrying about disappointing
someone or failing. At Constitution Hall, addressing 158 Anacostia seniors dressed in cobalt blue gowns, Michelle
shared her history and her self-doubt. She offered advice and encouragement but skipped the saccharine. Y ou cant just
sit around, she instructed. Dont expect anybody to come and hand you anything. It doesnt work that way. She asked
them to think about the obstacles faced by Frederick Douglass, their neighborhoods most illustrious former resident,
born into slavery and self- educated in an erawhen it wasillegal to teach slavesto read or write. His mother died when
he was a boy and he never knew his father. But he made it, persevering through thick and thin, and spent decades
fighting for equality. She also asked them to consider the current occupants of the White House. We see ourselvesin
each and every one of you. We are living proof for you, that with the right support, it doesnt matter what
circumstances you were born into or how much money you have or what color your skinis. If you are committed to
doing what it takes, anything is possible. Its up to you.



