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From Routledge : Meaning and M easur ement in Compar ative Housing Resear ch before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Meaning and Measurement in Comparative Housing
Research:

The last two decades have seen a marked growth in comparative research within the field of housing studies. This
reflects the increasing globalisation of housing finance and therefore the interconnectedness of housing markets,


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1138000663

growing interest among researchers and policy makersin learning from developments in other countries and the
availability of more funding and better comparative data to support their endeavours. Concurrently, comparative
housing research has become more sophisticated, as research training has improved, the number of journals publishing
this research has increased and researchers have become what one might call more methodologically aware. However,
despite these devel opments, there is no single volume book that deals with the distinct challenges that arise from
comparative housing research, compared to other fields of comparative policy analysis. These challenges relate to
gpatial fixity of housing, its dual role as a consumption and investment good, and as the "wabbly pillar" of the welfare
state, which is delivered using a complex mix of government and market supports. This volume reflects on the
significant methodological strides made in the comparative housing research field during this period. The book also
considers the considerable challenges that remain if comparative housing research isto match the methodological and
theoretical sophistication evident in other comparative social science fields and maps aroute for thisjourney. This
book was published as a special issue of the International Journal of Housing Policy.

"Meaning and Measurement in Comparative Housing Research reflects the ongoing interest in comparative housing
research, as well as ongoing efforts to reflect on and improve methodological approaches, and to draw on wider social
science disciplines to work out new ways forward. After a decades neglect of method in comparative housing research,
it is awelcome contribution." Urban Studies, Sean McNelis, Swinburne Institute for Social Research, Australia“When
reading the articles included in thisinteresting edited volume, it becomes evident that the field of comparative housing
research has indeed witnessed farreaching devel opments and innovations over the past years... this volume provides a
comprehensive overview of recent studies and recommendations in the field of comparative housing research, which
will undoubtedly prove useful for students and practitioners alike." Elise de Vuijst, Delft University of Technology,
Delft, The Netherlands About the AuthorMark Stephens is Professor of Public Policy at the Institute for Housing,
Urban and Real Estate Research, Heriot-Watt University, Edinburgh. Michelle Norrisis a senior lecturer in social
policy at the School of Applied Social Science, University College Dublin, Ireland. The editors jointly convene the
European Network for Housing Research Working Group on Comparative Housing Policy.



