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Agent Orange: Building a Storefront Law Practice into America's Largest Suburban Law Firm: 

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. AwesomeBy A CustomerThis is a fascinating review of a very 
interesting life. The "greatest generation" didn't always lead to such incredible success, but in this case Rivkin took his 
GI money to law school, a one person practice and built it into a big law firm despite incredible odds, some real 
setbacks and a lot of determination. The inside story on the Agent Orange case was a real eye opener even for another 
lawyer but would be just as interesting (maybe even more so) for lay people. Highly recommend.3 of 5 people found 
the following review helpful. May It Please The Court!By Patrick McCrary.I found Leonard Rivkin's book, "May It 
Please The Court!" to be very entertaining, interesting, and very easy to read. My trepidation of picking up and reading 
a book written by a lawyer were totally unfounded.I expected to be bored by legal mumbo jumbo and boring statistics. 
It was quite a pleasant surprise to find the book reading more like a novel. My principle purpose was to read the 
chapters on Agent Orange. Mr.Rivkin's accounting of the "behind the scenes" activities and proceedings truly opened 
my eyes to many obscure, but highly pertinent details and facts. I have come away with a new attitude toward the 
subject.My assessment of this book, and Mr. Rivkin's ability to shed light on Agent Orange where it has not been 
shown before, gets my "two thumbs up".Capt Patrick McCrary

May It Please the Court presents the story of one man's rise from a struggling sole practitioner to the senior partner of 
the largest suburban law firm in the United States. Although this book is an autobiography of attorney Leonard Rivkin, 
it is much more. Because of its wealth of information and insights into the life of an attorney, the book could have 
been titled: So You Want to Be a Lawyer? - since it goes into the real life practice of law as well as the pragmatic ups 
and downs of a law practice; or What Law Schools Don't Teach You - since it covers "getting" new clients, how to 
hold clients, the general marketing of a law office, solid tips on how to run a law office, and many other practical 
aspects that are rarely, if ever, covered in law school; or even Lawyers Behind Closed Doors - since it shows how 
legal strategies evolved in some of the most well-know cases of our generation. The reader goes behind the scenes into 
the conference room as well as the courtroom and get a look at defense tactics utilized in cases such as Agent Orange 
(then the largest mass tort case of its time); Franklin Nation Bank (then the country's largest bank failure); Asbestos, 
and many others. May It Please the Court is a great antidote to current media perceptions of lawyers (Ally McBeal, 
etc.) and a real-life balance to popular novelists such as John Grisham and Scott Thurow. Every young or would-be 
lawyer will benefit from reading this book, as will practicing attorneys. And with our society's fascination with legal 
matters, general audiences will find this a readable, engaging look at the legal world.


