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Mandatory Reporting Laws and the Identification of Severe Child Abuse and Neglect (Child Maltreatment): 

This book provides the first comprehensive international coverage of key issues in mandatory reporting of child abuse 
and neglect. The book draws on a collection of the foremost scholars in the field, as well as clinicians and practice-
based experts, to explore the nature, history, impact and justifiability of mandatory reporting laws, their optimal form, 
legal and conceptual issues, and practical issues and challenges for reporters, professional educators and governments. 
Key issues in non-Western nations are also explored briefly to assess the potential of socio-legal responses sex 
trafficking, forced child labour and child marriage. The book is of particular value to policy makers, educators and 
opinion leaders in government departments dealing with children, and to professionals and organisations who work 
with children. It is also intended to be a key authority for researchers and teachers in the fields of medicine, nursing, 
social work, education, law, psychology, health and allied health fields.

From the Back CoverThis books provides the first comprehensive international coverage of key issues in mandatory 
reporting of child abuse and neglect. The book draws on a collection of the foremost scholars in the field, as well as 
clinicians and practice-based experts, to explore the nature, history, impact and justifiability of mandatory reporting 
laws, their optimal form, legal and conceptual issues, and practical issues and challenges for reporters, professional 
educators and governments. Key issues in non-Western nations are also explored briefly to assess the potential of 
socio-legal responses sex trafficking, forced child labour and child marriage. The book is of particular value to policy 
makers, educators and opinion leaders in government departments dealing with children, and to professionals and 
organisations who work with children. It is also intended to be a key authority for researchers and teachers in the fields 
of medicine, nursing, social work, education, law, psychology, health and allied health fields.About the AuthorBen 
Mathews, LLB, BA, PhD, is an Associate Professor in the School of Law at Queensland University of Technology in 
Brisbane, Australia. He is also Director of Research in the School of Law and is co-Leader of the Childrens Rights and 
Welfare research program in QUTs Children and Youth Research Centre. His major area of research expertise is in 
children and the law, with a focus on issues concerning law and child maltreatment, civil damages for child abuse, 
children and educational systems, medico-legal issues, childrens rights, cultural violence against children, and 
childrens criminal responsibility. He has conducted large multidisciplinary studies of laws regarding the reporting of 
child maltreatment and has published extensively in Australia and internationally, with 45 publications. His research 
and knowledge translation has led to changes in law, policy and practice. 


