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Diane Atkinson : Love and Dirt: The Marriage of Arthur Munby and Hannah Cullwick before purchasing itin
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Love and Dirt: The Marriage of Arthur Munby

and Hannah Cullwick:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Disappointing and flatBy The Professorl really wanted to like this


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=033378071X

book, as | think Hannah Cullwick is aterribly interesting person, and offers some unique insights into the Victorian
period. The author just never really manages to make her interesting. Thereis areal effort to present the material, but
it just seemsto fall so flat that the book becomes kind of aslog. Thereislittle insight here, such that it might be more
effective to simply read the primary source material on the two figures, rather than this. Sorry.5 of 6 people found the
following review helpful. A must-own for SMersBy Laura AntoniouFor those aching to find proof of
dominant/submissive relationships pre 20th century, Diane Atkinson's well-researched book tells an intriguing story of
Arthur Munby, awell-known socia reformer, and Hallah Cullwick, a scullery maid. Their relationship grew into a
very defined master/slave relationship, which spanned over 30 years beginning in 1850's England. Arthur's fetishistic
obsession for dirt, Hannah's preference for the service positions on the lowest rung, seem the thing of Victorian
erotica- but itisreal.

On May 26, 1854, Arthur Munby met Hannah Cullwick. He was a solicitor for the Ecclesiastical Commission, and he
loathed his job. She was a servant, amaid of all work. Thisfirst encounter marked the beginning of arelationship
which was to endure for more than fifty years. Drawing on their diaries, letters, and Munby's photographs of Hannah,
Diane Atkinson paints a picture of the wilder shores of Victorian sexuality. Love and Dirt is the story of adeep and
lasting love between two extraordinary individuals who breached the barriers of class and endangered their vastly
different stationsin Victorian society.

About the AuthorDiane Atkinson is a historian of women's lives and has curated severa exhibitions at the Museum of
London.



