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Karenna Gore Schiff : Lighting the Way: Nine Women Who Changed Modern America  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Lighting the Way: Nine Women Who 
Changed Modern America: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great Women in HistoryBy Kate IngallsFascinating read.4 of 4 
people found the following review helpful. Lighting The Way: Nine Women Who Changed Modern AmericaBy 
Kindle CustomerThis is a magnificent book, written by a brilliant and humanitarian author. It is well researched and 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1401352189


documented, and it is very interesting and enlightening. Every person in our nation could benefit from reading this 
informative work. Thank you for this book!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An Essential Part of 
American HistoryBy Delin ColonI had never heard of most of these women, despite a liberal upbringing. In public 
school history books, legislators and politicians get the credit for righting social injustices, with rarely a footnote 
acknowledging the years (decades) these women labored to bring the issues of racism and labor abuse into social 
consciousness. But these women were not ego-driven; credit and accolades meant nothing while there was still work to 
do, usually under adverse conditions and at great personal sacrifice. In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, women 
(like children) were expected to be seen and not heard - another inequality they were fighting.The engaging writing 
draws the reader into the lives of Schiff's subjects. Despite the author's claim that her book is "more personal than 
academic," it is a scholarly work that deserves a place in any American history classroom. The footnotes offer 
essential background information, and the endnotes assiduously document the author's sources. While history books 
credit legislators and presidents with laws to end inequities, Karenna Gore Schiff has written the history behind the 
history we learn. Thank you for the this book!Delin Colonauthor of:Rasputin and The Jews: A Reversal of 
HistoryRasputin: The Memoirs of His SecretaryKaty Rose Likes to Say NO!Zeke Will Not Eat!

In this highly readable, illuminating narrative that spans the twentieth century, Karenna Gore Schiff tells the 
remarkable stories of nine influential women who each in her own way tackled inequity and advocated a change. 
These women recognized our country wasn't living up to its promise and fought to alter it.The women she's selected 
are as varied as they are inspirational. Ida B. wells-Barnett, who was born a slave and fought against lynching; Mother 
Jones, an Irish immigrant who organized coal miners and campaigned against child labor; Alice Hamilton, who pushed 
for regulation of industrial toxins; Frances Perkins, who established our social secruity program; Virginia Durr, a high 
society Southern belle who fought the poll tax and segregation; Septima Clark, who helped to register black voters; 
Dolores Huerta, who organized farm workers; Dr. Helen Rodriguez-Trias, an activist for reproductive rights; and 
Gretchen Buchenholz, currently one of the nation's leading child advocates.Karenna Gore Schiff delivers an intimate 
and accessible account of the nine trail-blazing women who deserve not only to be honored but to have their example 
serve as a guiding light for activists and leaders of tomorrow.

From Publishers WeeklySchiff, who is most notably Al Gore's oldest daughter and a lawyer and journalist, has put 
together a collective biography of nine outstanding American women of the 20th centurysome unjustly little known. 
The more celebrated are Ida B. Wells-Barnett (18621931), an African-American journalist who brought the horrors of 
lynching to public attention; Mother Jones (c. 18371930), an Irish immigrant and lifelong crusader for workers' rights; 
and Frances Perkins (18821965), the first woman Cabinet member, appointed by FDR. Schiff also illuminates less 
renowned but highly influential figures, including Alice Hamilton (18691970) a physician and pioneer in calling 
attention to the dangers of industrial poisons, and Septima Poinsette Clark (18981987), child of a former slave, who 
became a teacher and tireless advocate for racial equality. Several of the subjects are still alive, like Dolores Huerta, 
cofounder with Csar Chvez of the United Farm Workers, and Gretchen Buchenholz, who established the Association 
to Benefit Children. Schiff has done excellent research, and though her prose isn't especially stylish, she shows her 
heroines as fully rounded figures. She points out, for example, that Wells-Barnett's feud with the NAACP was 
counterproductive and that Mother Jones's opposition to women's suffrage limited her reach. (Feb. 8) Copyright Reed 
Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From BooklistSchiff, journalist, lawyer, and 
daughter of former vice president Al Gore, highlights the lives of nine women who have had enormous impact on the 
social and political history of the U.S., though most of them are relatively unknown. Schiff acknowledges that her 
selections are entirely personal. The nine include Ida B. Wells Barnett, antilynching activist; Mother Jones, an 
advocate for coal miners; Dr. Alice Hamilton, a proponent of workers' rights in the chemical industry; Frances Perkins, 
who helped establish Social Security; Virginia Durr, who fought to end poll taxes; Septima Poinsette Clark, an 
advocate for the rights of black voters; Dolores Huera, farmworker organizer; Dr. Helen Rodrigues-Trias, a 
reproductive rights activist; and Gretchen Buchenholz, a child advocate. The elements tying these women's lives 
together are a strong sense of women's rights as well as a devotion to making social change while caring for family 
and friends. This is an inspirational collection of biographies of women of various social, ethnic, and racial 
backgrounds fighting for social justice. Vanessa BushCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved 
"Important reading for young and old alike." -- Kirkus starred review"Schiff has written an engaging and superbly 
researched collection. These women are inspiring." -- New York Times Book 


