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Sandra Day O'Connor, H. Alan Day : Lazy B: Growing up on a Cattle Ranch in the American Southwest
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Lazy B: Growing up on
a Cattle Ranch in the American Southwest:

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. A Very Impressive Lady!By Loyd Eskildson"Lazy B," like thetitle
implies, isthe story of Sandra Day O'Connor and her younger brother growing up on aranch in south-eastern Arizona.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0812966732

They grew up in an isolated environment that mandated self-reliance and initiative. Sandra received much of her
formal education through riding the train to El Paso to stay with her maternal grandparents while attending alocal
girls school. Her father had wanted to attend Stanford but the responsibilities of taking over the family ranch
prevented that. Sandra O'Connor was able to achieve that for him, where she excelled academically, was then inspired
by one of her instructorsto study law (also at Stanford), met her husband (and also dated classmate William
Rehnquist), and then struggled to begin alaw career at atime that women had almost no such opportunity. (Despite
Sandra graduating from Stanford Law #2 in her class, her early job searches were at best met with "Can you
type?")Then it was on to Phoenix where she started alaw partnership, then moved to the Attorney General's office,
became elected to the State Senate, became a Superior Court Judge, was promoted to the Arizona Court of Appeals by
Governor Babhitt (D), and then selected by President Reagan to the Supreme Court.Personal Note: In the late 1970s |
appeared in Judge O'Connor's court as a witness and was astounded at her astute (and polite) questioning of one of the
attorney's. Later, | witnessed the buzz as those who knew her stopped to congratulate her Supreme Court appointment.
And most recently | had the opportunity to hear her and her brother give a presentation on this book - very insightful,
witty, and again - polite. (She autographed my copy!)An inspiring person!0 of 0 people found the following review
helpful. but this book has given me a fascinating perspective on what life was like in the early 1900'sBy KaciSince
moving to Arizonaten years ago, | have learned a lot about the history and culture of the state, but this book has given
me afascinating perspective on what life was like in the early 1900's, especially from the viewpoint of alittle girl
raised on one of the largest cattle ranchesin the state, one who grew up to be arenowned Supreme Court justice, but
still retained her love for the people and the life she knew as a girl. She tells her tale with love and humor, and with
great respect for the family and the characters she knew. This story shows the hard work that went into the roundups,
the cattle drives to the different watering holes and pastures, and the attention to detail it took to keep the animals
healthy. Thiswas about cowboys, rodeos and struggle, but also about the practical side of ranching when cattle were
allowed to graze on the open range and had to be branded to keep from being mixed in with cattle from other
ranches.O of 0 people found the following review helpful. Although | had a cattle ranch in the northwest, ...By Edgar
A. kupillasAlthough | had a cattle ranch in the northwest, most of the things that happened on the Lazy B happened
here, too. | was impressed that a future Supreme Court Justice grew up on aworking ranch and | am sure had an
influence on her performance in that position.It isawell told narrative.

Now, for the first time in paperback, here is the remarkable story of Sandra Day OConnors family and early life, her
journey to adulthood in the American Southwest that helped make her the woman she is todaythe first female justice
of the U.S. Supreme Court, and one of the most powerful women in America. In thisilluminating and unusual book,
Sandra Day OConnor tells, with her brother, Alan, the story of the Day family, and of growing up on the harsh yet
beautiful land of the Lazy B ranch in Arizona.Laced throughout these stories about three generations of the Day
family, and everyday life on the Lazy B, are the lessons Sandra and Alan learned about the world, self-reliance, and
survival, and how the land, people, and values of the Lazy B shaped them. This fascinating glimpse of lifein the
Southwest in the last century recounts an important time in American history, and provides an enduring portrait of an
independent young woman on the brink of becoming one of the most prominent figuresin America.

.com Deep in the granite hills of eastern Arizonain 1880, H.C. Day founded the Lazy B ranch, where U.S. Supreme
Court Justice Sandra Day O'Connor and her brother Alan spent their youth, atime they recall in this affectionate joint
memoir. "We belonged to the Lazy B, and it belonged to each of us," write O'Connor and Day. "We thought it would
always be there." Weathering events from the Great Depression to cyclical drought, they worked the ranch's 300
square miles alongside a colorful crew of cowboys, learning the ways of cattle, horses, and people, lessons they share
in well-turned anecdotes. They also learned a system of values that "was simple and unsophisticated and the product of
necessity," one that has followed them into the larger world. Court watchers and fans of Western writing alike will
take pleasure in this multigenerational account of life on the range. --Gregory McNameeFrom Publishers
WeeklyWindswept plains, herds of cattle, ornery horses and hard-bitten cowboys fill the childhood memories of
Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O'Connor, who grew up on the Lazy B, a Texas cattle ranch. In this memoir, she
writes of the ranch's history, from its founding in the 1880s by her grandfather to the sad moment when the family sold
itin 1986. O'Connor gives a detailed account of ranch life: the hard work, the urgent dependence on rain, the colorful
characters who worked on the ranch, the bureaucracy of government officials and land-use permits, and her own happy
childhood memories of hoursin the saddle. The mood is warm and nostalgic: she does hot mention any conflict with
her parents, failed romances, serious illnesses or other negative experiences, other than a brief comment that she wasn't
happy in one school and switched to another. O'Connor frequently stresses that to succeed in ranching, one had to be
tough, resilient and hardworking, but she contrasts that toughness with the ranchers warm hearts. Talking of her
babyhood surrounded by cowboys, she says, "My babysitters were tobacco-chewing, unshaven, unbathed, Levi-clad
and tough as nails, but they would talk baby talk and try for hours to keep baby Sandra happy." O'Connor isnot a
professional narrator and it shows: sheis clearly "reading aloud" without spontaneity, and her reading is mostly one-



note, without the varied inflections and shades of emotion that a professional narrator would bring. Still, her voiceis
pleasant, with a slight Texas twang, and she conveys warmth and affection for her childhood home. Simultaneous
release with the Random House hardcover (Forecasts, Dec. 10, 2001). Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information,
Inc.From School Library Journal Adult/High School-Three generations of the Day family worked a 300-acre ranch
straddling the Arizona-New Mexico border, from the 1880s to 1986. During that time, family members experienced all
the aspects of Western life that most of us today can only encounter through films or books. Reading Lazy B, teens
will find themselvesin the middle of cattle roundups, stampedes, floods, and drought. Through photographs, |etters,
personal experiences, and anecdotes, the authors present a slice of day-to-day life on aworking ranch in the 20th
century. Readers meet the cowboys, learn what it takes to break awild horse, find out how a roundup works, and see
the government's growing role in ranching and farming. Thisis not the book for those wanting to learn the secrets of
O'Connor's successful rise to a seat on the Supreme Court. But for those wanting a glimpse of arapidly disappearing
way of life, thistitle presents an engaging and compelling account.Pamela B. Rearden, Centreville Regional Library,
Fairfax County, VACopyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.



