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William H. Harbaugh : Lawyer's Lawyer: The Life of John W. Davis  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Lawyer's Lawyer: The Life of John W. Davis: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Concise and Well WrittenBy Phyllis J. MooreJohn W. Davis came 
from an extremely gifted family of West Virginians. His only child, Julia, is one of the state's revered writers.Davis is 
shown truthfully in this work as man his parents forged to their liking. I did not agree with many of his positions on 
issues such as integration and suffarage and appreciate this balanced work related to his life and career.True fans of 
Davis might enjoy reading Julia Davis's account of life with her career minded father in "Legacy of Love" and "The 
Embassy Girls".0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Memorable Biography of one of the Last 
Jeffersonian DemocratsBy Kevin M. DerbyWilliam H. Harbaugh offers an informative and readable look at the life of 
John W. Davis in this excellent biography. Davis is something of a forgotten figure in American history. While hes 
probably best known for the being the dark horse who emerged in the disastrous 103 ballot Democratic convention 
before being run over by Calvin Coolidge in the 1924 presidential election, Davis career goes far beyond it. One of the 
best attorneys in American history, Davis was also a congressman from West Virginia, solicitor general and 
ambassador to England under President Wilson, a leading critic of the New Deal and an attorney who was active on 
several fronts ranging from leading the charge against President Trumans efforts to nationalize the steel industry to 
being on the losing side of the Brown vs Board legal fight. What emerges is a portrait of a Jeffersonian Democrat, 
perhaps one of the last ones. Harbaugh traces his subjects career with great skill, showing the private man as well as 
the public one. Its a fascinating story and one that extends decades of American history. Harbaugh mines the primary 
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sources to present a memorable picture of a lawyer and politician who played a far more important role in American 
life than people remember.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Memorable Biography of one of the Last 
Jeffersonian DemocratsBy Kevin M. DerbyWilliam H. Harbaugh offers an informative and readable look at the life of 
John W. Davis in this excellent biography. Davis is something of a forgotten figure in American history. While hes 
probably best known for the being the dark horse who emerged in the disastrous 103 ballot Democratic convention 
before being run over by Calvin Coolidge in the 1924 presidential election, Davis career goes far beyond it. One of the 
best attorneys in American history, Davis was also a congressman from West Virginia, solicitor general and 
ambassador to England under President Wilson, a leading critic of the New Deal and an attorney who was active on 
several fronts ranging from leading the charge against President Trumans efforts to nationalize the steel industry to 
being on the losing side of the Brown vs Board legal fight. What emerges is a portrait of a Jeffersonian Democrat, 
perhaps one of the last ones. Harbaugh traces his subjects career with great skill, showing the private man as well as 
the public one. Its a fascinating story and one that extends decades of American history. Harbaugh mines the primary 
sources to present a memorable picture of a lawyer and politician who played a far more important role in American 
life than people remember.


