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Charles E. Wright : Law at Little Big Horn: Due Process Denied (Plains Histories)  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Law at Little Big Horn: Due Process Denied (Plains 
Histories): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. This book provides a perspective on the history of American ...By 
Richard C. ZulchThis book provides a perspective on the history of American Indians that more people today should 
be aware of. Charles Wright provides a comprehensive description of the events and forces in the prior years, so by the 
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time you are reading his detailed description of the battle itself you are armed with valuable insights as to why it 
unfolded the way it did. For the first time I felt an understanding for the mindsets of the participants. It's not a quick 
read, but a highly rewarding one despite the sometimes depressing subject matter. One comes to see the Battle at Little 
Big Horn as not just a military blunder but as the denouement of a long history of failure to do the right thing by the 
Indians, both in the wild and in the courtroom. A cautionary tale of the importance of law, honor, and trustworthiness 
that is still highly relevant today.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy Darlene A. 
CypserVery detailed account of the Little Big Horn. Some legal details could have been addressed in more details.2 of 
2 people found the following review helpful. Very well written and comprehensive book on the legal and ...By L. 
MolinoVery well written and comprehensive book on the legal and constitutional aspects of the wars and the treatment 
of the country's original inhabitants.

During the nineteenth century, the rights of American Indians were frequently violated by the president and ignored or 
denied enforcement by federal courts. However, at times Congress treated the Indians with good faith and honored due 
process, which prohibits the government from robbing any person of life, liberty, or property without a fair hearing 
before an impartial judge or jury. These due process requirements protect all Americans and were in effect when 
President Grant launched the Great Sioux War in 1876without a formal declaration of war by Congress. Charles E. 
Wright analyzes the legal backdrop to the Great Sioux War, asking the hard questions of how treaties were to be 
honored and how the US government failed to abide by its sovereign word. Until now, little attention has been focused 
on how the events leading up to and during the Battle of Little Big Horn violated American law. While other authors 
have analyzed George Armstrong Custers tactics and equipment, Wright is the first to investigate the legal and 
constitutional issues surrounding the United States campaign against the American Indians. This is not just another 
Custer book. Its contents will surprise even the most accomplished Little Big Horn scholar.

With passion and clarity, Wright shows that Indian policy, especially that of the late nineteenth century, was not built 
on the bedrock of law that is the Fifth Amendment of the Constitution. Law at Little Big Horn is a thoroughly 
researched and powerfully presented work of history that merits a place in your bookshelf and warrants study of 
serious scholars and casual history buffs alike. Charles E. Trimble, past executive director of the National Congress of 
American Indians and principal founder of the American Indian Press Association 


