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Maung Maung : Law and Custom in Burma and the Burmese Family  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Law and Custom in Burma and the Burmese Family: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A useful scholarly account of Burmese legal historyBy ArnoldLaw 
and custom in Burma and the Burmese family is one of Dr. Maung Maung's most renowned scholarly works on 
Burmese law, written while he was at Yale. It also turned out to be his last, for afterward he returned to Burma and 
entered government service.The book is really more a history of Burmese law with a focus on family law issues. I 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=9401185182


didn't find the legal discussion as in-depth as I did Maung Maung's Burma's Constitution. Much of the book almost 
becomes a history of religious law. Nonetheless, it provides an interesting insight into the multiple layers of law that 
exist in the country's legal system.For more of Dr. Maung Maung's writings, check out the new compilation of his 
works: Dr Maung Maung: Gentleman, Scholar, Patriot

This book, conceived in Rangoon, nourished and delivered at the Yale Law School, attempts to study the customary 
laws of Burma in the context of the country's legal system. Customary laws govern the affairs of the family mainly 
while codes and precedents designed and developed on the imported British common law system enjoy exclusive 
control and authority over the remaining legal relationships in society. This volume looks at the legal system in outline 
and the customary law of the Bur mese family in some detail. The customary laws of other indigenous groups, such as 
the Shans, the Kachins, the Chins, the Kayah, the Mon and the Arakanese, also need to be studied, restated and 
appraised, for though the laws are similar there are shades of differences, and in build ing the Union of Burma it is 
important to build strongly on the simi larities while giving due respect to the differences. It is, therefore, hoped, that 
this volume will launch a series of studies on the customary laws of the peoples of Burma in a large context and with 
high aim. There are many needs for continuing research in the field of custom ary law. One is to discover the customs 
of the people as they really are, not just what they are presumed to be in early legal treatises or in later judicial 
decisions.


