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Mark C. Bartusis : Land and Privilege in Byzantium: The Institution of Pronoia  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Land and Privilege in Byzantium: The Institution of 
Pronoia: 

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. OutstandingBy BlueDanubeThis is the most up-to-date, well-
informed, and exhaustive study of the subject in any language. Bartusis is established as one of the really outstanding 
scholars of late Byzantine and Balkan history, and this is his masterpiece.

A pronoia was a type of conditional grant from the emperor, often to soldiers, of various properties and privileges. In 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1107009626


large measure the institution of pronoia characterized social and economic relations in later Byzantium, and its study is 
the study of later Byzantium. Filling the need for a comprehensive study of the institution, this book examines the 
origin, evolution and characteristics of pronoia, focusing particularly on the later thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. 
But the book is much more than a study of a single institution. With a broad chronological scope extending from the 
mid-tenth to the mid-fifteenth century, it incorporates the latest understanding of Byzantine agrarian relations, 
taxation, administration and the economy, as it deals with relations between the emperor, monastic and lay 
landholders, including soldiers and peasants. Particular attention is paid to the relation between the pronoia and 
Western European, Slavic and Middle Eastern institutions, especially the Ottoman timar.
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